
 1 

 

Editorial Note: This bulletin contains wildlife crime related news compiled from various online sources. The news 
contents are not verified by SAWEN Secretariat and hence the Secretariat is not responsible for any inaccuracies. 
Please contribute to the bulletin by sharing wildlife crime news or any other reports pertaining to wildlife crime from 
your country. 
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Regional Workshop on Countering Wildlife Crime in South 

Asia 

 27 to 29 December 2023 

South Asia Wildlife Enforce-

ment Network (SAWEN) in 

collaboration with WWF Ne-

pal, WWF Bhutan, TRAFFIC 

India along with financial 

support from Bureau of In-

ternational Narcotics and Law Enforcement Affairs (INL), USA organized 

three days’ workshop from 27 to 29 December 2023 in Dhulikhel, Nepal. It 

aimed to enhance the capacity of law enforcement agencies on wildlife 

crime justice system in South Asia and beyond. 

More than 15 judges and prosecutors from Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Ne-

pal and Sri Lanka attended the workshop. The sessions covered regional 

wildlife crime scenarios, legal frameworks, policy and legal cooperation 

in the ASEAN region, CITES implementation in South Asia, and key aspects 

of the UNTOC. In addition, environmental justice and harmonization and 

standardization of laws/policies; money laundering linking with wildlife 

crime were also discussed.  

Source: Judicial authorities of Five SAWEN member countries met in a regional 
workshop  
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Regional Training of Trainers 

to the Law Enforcement 

Agencies 
 
Two Regional Training of Trainers 

(ToT) were organized by SAWEN in 

collaboration with WCCB India and in 

coordination with TRAFFIC and 

WWF, with the financial support 

from INL, USA. The first ToT was 

held from 21 to 30 November 2023 

and second was from 11 to 19 De-

cember 2023 in Dehradun and New 

Delhi, India. The ToT aimed to build 

the capacity of the wildlife law en-

forcement agencies and enhance 

cooperation and collaboration 

among South Asian countries to dis-

rupt and deter wildlife trafficking in 

SAWEN UPDATES 

Webinar on Efforts of Frontline Staff in 

Fight against Wildlife Crime 

05 September 2023 

A webinar on ‘Efforts of frontline staff in fight 

against Wildlife Crime’ was organized on 05 September 2023 by SAWEN in 

collaboration with TRAFFIC and WWF, with the financial support from 

INL, USA. A total of 72 participants attended the webinar. It brought to-

gether international experts and rangers to discuss the role of frontline 

staff in combating Wildlife Crime. 
(Continued in page 2) 

 

https://www.sawen.org/news/details/judicial-authorities-of-five-sawen-member-countries-met-in-a-regional-workshop
https://www.sawen.org/news/details/judicial-authorities-of-five-sawen-member-countries-met-in-a-regional-workshop


 2 

 

 

SAWEN Secretariat, Babarmahal, Kathmandu, Nepal I Phone: +977 1 5328835 I Email: info@sawen.org  

www.sawen.org 
2 

The SAWEN Bulletin  

Regional Training of Trainers ………….(Continued from page 1) 

Fourth Training to NID officials on Wildlife Law Enforcement 

24 to 27 September 2023 

A training on “Wildlife Law Enforcement” was organized to the officials of National Investigation Department (NID) 

Nepal from 24 to 27 September 2023 in Kathmandu, Nepal. The major objective of the training was to equip the 

officials with the knowledge of biodiversity conservation, illegal wildlife trade, wildlife crime control efforts, insti-

tutional arrangements, interagency cooperation in wildlife crime control, prevalent modus operandi, wildlife parts 

and products identification, efforts of Nepal Army, Nepal Police, NID, INTERPOL, interrelationship between money 

laundering and wildlife crime and so on. A total of 25 participants from the Kathmandu Valley and neighboring dis-

tricts attended the programme. 

Source:Fourth Training to NID officials on Wildlife law enforcement (sawen.org)  

the region. A total of 68 wildlife law enforcement officials participated in the trainings, with 34 officials attending 

in each event. Participants represented various departments, including forest/wildlife, police, and paramilitary 

forces from five SAWEN member countries: Bangladesh, Bhutan, India, Nepal, and Sri Lanka. The ToT focused on 

wider aspects of wildlife crime and its control, including introduction of new tools and technologies for identifica-

tion and detection, laws and policies and support for effective prosecution. 

 

Exotic snakes rescued at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Airport  

MUMBAI- INDIA, 23 December 2023: The Directorate of Revenue Intelligence (DRI) officials apprehended an operative 
arriving from Bangkok with nine pythons and two corn snakes at Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj International Airport. 

Exotic fish seized at Assam 

DIBRUGARH-INDIA, 22 December 2023: The Forest Department officials seized 500 Channa Barca and arrested two 
individuals at Dibrugarh Airport. The duo had planned to smuggle the fish to the countries such as Indonessia, Malay-
sia, China and Japan. 

Bangladeshi National Arrested with 296 Star Tortoises in West Bengal  

KOLKATA-INDIA, 09 December 2023: The Border Security Force (BSF) has thwarted a cross-border 
wildlife smuggling attempt by arresting a Bangladeshi national and rescuing 296 Indian Star tortois-
es which were being smuggled to Bangladesh. 

Trans-border Wildlife Crime  

Exotic Species Seized at Coimbatore Airport  

COIMBATORE- INDIA, 10 November 2023: The Customs officials seized exotic species including Terantulas, Albino red 
eared slider, Red -eared slider, African spurred tortoise, and Royal python at Coimbatore International Airport. Pre-
liminary inquiry revealed that three passengers smuggled the exotic species from Singapore to Tamil Nadu for illegal 
pet trade. 

https://www.sawen.org/news/details/fourth-training-to-nid-officials-on-wildlife-law-enforcement
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/mumbai-news/dri-busts-wildlife-smuggling-syndicate-rescues-11-exotic-snakes-101703272511850.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/guwahati/exotic-fish-worth-4-5cr-seized-at-dibrugarh-airport/articleshow/106197885.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/west-bengal-wildlife-smuggling-attempt-bsf-bangladesh-star-tortoise-2473869-2023-12-09
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/coimbatore/customs-officers-at-coimbatore-airport-seize-exotic-species-smuggled-from-singapore/articleshow/105125800.cms
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Critically endangered orangutan smuggled from Myanmar rescued in Aizawl  
MIZORAM- INDIA, 12 October 2023: The Customs officials intercepted a vehicle allegedly coming 
from Myanmar and rescued a critically endangered baby Orangutan at Seling village of Aizwal. 
 

Exotic animals Seized, One arrested 

CHENNAI- INDIA, 06 November 2023: The Customs officials arrested a passenger arriving from Bangkok and seized two 
live Ball Pythons, one dead Golden-Handed Tamarin, two dead Common Marmosets, and 26 Woodland Dormice, of 
which 11 were alive and 15 were dead, at Chennai Airport. 

Four arrested with 1.5 Lakh Peacock Feathers  

DELHI- INDIA, 18 October 2023: The Customs officials apprehended four Bangkok-bound passengers and seized 1.5 
lakh peacock tail feathers, weighing 125 kgs at the Indira Gandhi International Airport.  

Two rare squirrels seized at Trichy Airport  

MIZORAM- INDIA, 12 October 2023: The Customs officials seized two Malayan giant squirrels from a pas-
senger arriving from Kuala Lumpur at the Trichy Airport. 

Ball Pythons, Black Squirrel seized at Chennai Airport  

CHENNAI- INDIA, 14 September 2023: Customs sleuths at Chennai airport seized ball pythons and a black squirrel from 
a passenger arriving from Bangkok, Thailand. On September 4, customs officers seized 11 ball pythons and a northern 
white-lipped python from an Indian passenger. 

78 Exotic species seized at Kempegowda international airport  

BENGALURU- INDIA, 08 September 2023: The Customs authorities confiscated 55 Ball pythons, 17 
King Cobras and six dead Capuchin monkeys that were smuggled on a flight from Thailand at the 
Kempegowda International Airport.  

    India  

New Snake Venom Racket Busted 

KOLKATA, 31 December 2023: The Forest Department and Wildlife Crime Control Bureau (WCCB) officials seized huge 
quantities of snake venom and arrested four persons from Asansol. 

Three Booked for poaching deer  

HOSHIARPUR, 26 December 2023: The police booked three men for allegedly poaching a deer at Hajipur village of 
Punjab. The trio allegedly hunted a deer with dogs. 

DRI rescues 436 baby Indian Tent Turtles in Lucknow  

DELHI, 12 December 2023: The DRI officials seized 436 baby Indian Tent Turtles from a person illegally 
transporting them interstate. 

 National News 

Red Sanders Smugglers held  

TIRUPATI, 09 December 2023: Red Sanders Anti-Smuggling Task Force (RSASTF) seized ten red sanders logs and arrest-
ed ten smugglers in Bhakrapet range of Tirupati. 

Smugglers held, 15 Red Sanders Logs Recovered 

TIRUPATI, 21 November 2023: The RSASTF officials seized 15 red sanders logs and arrested 31 smugglers in Santha-
nuthalapadu in Prakasam district. 

Five poachers held in Kali Tiger Reserve  

KARNATAKA, 11 November 2023: The Kali Tiger Reserve (KTR) officials arrested five habitual wildlife offenders and 
recovered four claws of leopards, meat of sambar deer, pelts of two monitor lizards, beak of stork-billed kingfisher 
along with country-made gun, ammunition, snares and country bombs, at Shivapur village. 

Five Men Caught Red Handed  

BENGALURU, 08 November 2023: The Vyalikaval police arrested five people and seized 12 staghorn ferns, two red 
sand boas, and an elephant tusk at Ballari road near Guttahalli. 

Wildlife SOS Seized a Leopard Cub in Gujarat Raid  

GUJARAT, 12 December 2023: The Wildlife SOS-GSPCA, Gujarat Forest Department and WCCB officials rescued a leop-
ard cub during a raid in Jadhadia village, Gujarat. 

https://www.indiatodayne.in/mizoram/story/mizoram-critically-endangered-orangutan-allegedly-smuggled-from-myanmar-rescued-in-aizawl-one-held-693218-2023-10-12
https://www.indiatoday.in/india/story/customs-officials-seizes-exotic-animals-smuggled-from-bangkok-1-arrested-2458890-2023-11-06
https://x.com/ANI/status/1714580382425944308
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/trichy/malayan-giant-squirrels-seized-at-trichy-from-air-passenger/articleshow/104097555.cms?utm_source=contentofinterest&utm_medium=text&utm_campaign=cppst
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/chennai/ball-pythons-black-squirrel-seized-from-passenger-at-chennai-airport/articleshow/103666177.cms
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/bengaluru-news/customs-officials-seize-78-exotic-animals-including-monkeys-at-bengaluru-airport-101694155756095.html
https://www.thestatesman.com/bengal/new-snake-venom-racket-busted-1503254688.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/chandigarh-news/three-booked-for-poaching-deer-in-hoshiarpur-101703535641201.html
https://pib.gov.in/PressReleasePage.aspx?PRID=1985630
https://www.thehansindia.com/news/cities/tirupathi/tirupati-10-red-sanders-smugglers-held-843232?infinitescroll=1
https://www.thehansindia.com/news/cities/tirupathi/tirupati-31-smugglers-held-15-red-sanders-logs-recovered-839294?infinitescroll=1
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/five-poachers-held-in-ktr-huge-cache-of-wildlife-articles-recovered-2766594
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/illegal-wildlife-trade-five-men-caught-red-handed-in-bengaluru-2761189
https://wildlifesos.org/chronological-news/wildlife-sos-seized-innocent-leopard-cub-in-gujarat-raid/


 4 

 

 

SAWEN Secretariat, Babarmahal, Kathmandu, Nepal I Phone: +977 1 5328835 I Email: info@sawen.org  

www.sawen.org 

The SAWEN Bulletin  

4 

Red Sanders Seized 

TIRUPATI, 07 November 2023: The Naidupet sub-divisional police seized red sanders logs weighing 5,388 kg and ar-
rested five smugglers at Andhra border check post. 

Wiildlife Body Parts SeizeD 

DHUBRI, 03 November 2023: The WCCB and Forest Department officials seized 43 pangolin scales, four-inch pieces of 
leopard skin, monitor lizard skin, rhesus macaque skin, 25 sticks of peacock feathers, 17 sticks of eagle feathers, a 
bundle of sea fan, a barking deer forehead bearing a single horn and a segment of deerskin, during a raid in Dhubri. 

330 kg Sea Cucumber, 594 kg raw Turmeric Seized in Gulf of Mannar 
RAMANATHAPURAM, 25 October 2023:  The officials from the Indian Coast Guard and the cus-
toms department arrested four men from the Mandabam area who were allegedly in possession 
of 330 kg of sea cucumber and 594 kg of raw turmeric. Additionally, eight Sri Lankan nationals 
were arrested for allegedly arriving in the Gulf of Mannar to purchase the contraband.  

Red Sanders Smugglers Arrested 

TIRUPATI, 18 October 2023: The RSASTF officials seized six red sanders logs and arrested eight smugglers in Proddatur 
area of Kadapa. In another incident on 14 October, the RSASTF officials arrested 15 smugglers and seized 40 red sand-
ers logs, two cars, a mini-truck, and two motorcycles in three separate operations. 

Five Smugglers arrested 

TIRUPATI, 27 September 2023: The RSASTF officials seized 20 red sanders logs and apprehended five smugglers at 
Sundupalli mandal of Annamayya district. 

‘Operation Kachchhap’ Rescued 955 Live Baby Gangetic Turtles, Apprehended Six  

DELHI, 01 October 2023: The DRI officials executed a multicity operation named “Kachchhap” ap-
prehending six individuals and rescuing 955 live baby Gangetic turtles of various species in Nagpur, 
Bhopal and Chennai. The rescued turtles included Indian Tent Turtle, Indian Flapsehll Turtle, 
Crown River Turtle, Black Spotted/Pond Turtle, and Brown Roofed Turtle. 

live pangolin rescued 

ODISHA, 30 September 2023: The STF and Forest Division officials conducted a raid near Bidighat Chhaka under Deog-
aon police station in Bolangir district resulting in the rescue of a live pangolin and arresting a resident of Bolangir.  

STF to Probe Actors, Celebrities Owning Wildife Artefacts  

KARNATAKA, 26 October 2023: The STF has been established to investigate complaints regarding celebrities possessing 
wildlife artifacts after a famous reality show actor was seen wearing a pendant with tiger claw. Activists have been 
demanding the government to take action against other celebrities wearing similar artefacts. 

Endangered wild turtles recovered from train in Assam  

ASSAM, 26 September 2023: The Railway Protection Force (RPF) and Assam’s Criminal Investigation Bureau rescued 
74 endangered wild turtles and arrested two individuals from Sealdah-Agartala Kanchanjunga Express. The smugglers 
boarded the train in Karimganj and were suspected to have travelled from Mizoram. 

Leopard skin smuggler arrested in Nainital  

NAINITAL, 15 September 2023: The Mukhani police arrested a person in possession of two leopard skins. The accused 
confessed to killing the leopards, drying their skin in secret and bringing them to Haldwani. 

Forest Department to seize animals kept in illegal activity at katraj zoo  

PUNE, 15 September 2023: The Forest Department officials registered an offence against the director of Katraj Zoo 
for the mismanagement of wild animals where several protected animals are kept in illegal captivity. 

Red Sanders logs seized, Seven Arrested 

TIRUPATI, 14 September 2023: The Renigunta sub-division police arrested seven smugglers and confiscated 405 red 
sanders logs weighing 4,365 kg in Tirupati. 

Odisha man sent to jail for smuggling leopard skin  

ODISHA, 09 September 2023:A court in Boudh district has sentenced a man to three years’ rigorous imprisonment and 
imposed a penalty of ₹10,000 on him under the Wildlife Protection Act in a case of smuggling leopard skin. According 
to the investigating officer of the case, this is the first time a person in Odisha has been given the maximum term 
permissible in a case of wildlife crime.  

Rhino Horn and other animal parts seized  

ASSAM, 08 September 2023: A major operation at Manas National Park resulted in a seizure of antlers, tusks, animal 
bones, rhino horn and arrest of five poachers.  

https://www.thehansindia.com/news/cities/tirupathi/naidupet-police-seize-red-sanders-worth-rs-431-cr-835705?infinitescroll=1
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/assam/forest-dept-wccb-seize-illegally-traded-wildlife-body-parts-in-assams-dhubri-2755270#google_vignette
https://www.newindianexpress.com/states/tamil-nadu/2023/Oct/25/330-kg-sea-cucumber-594-kg-raw-turmeric-seized-in-gulf-of-mannar-8-sl-nationals-among-12-held-2626674.html
https://www.thehansindia.com/andhra-pradesh/tirupati-8-red-sanders-smugglers-arrested-830642?infinitescroll=1
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/amaravati/andhra-pradesh-task-force-arrests-five-smugglers-seizes-rs-1-cr-worth-red-sanders-logs/articleshow/103993906.cms?from=mdr
https://newsstation.media/international/dris-operation-kachchhap-rescues-955-live-baby-gangetic-turtles-apprehends-six-in-crackdown-on-illegal-wildlife-trade/rajesh-raparia/
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/odisha/odisha-stf-rescues-live-pangolin-arrests-wildlife-smuggler-2707456#:~:text=Acting%20on%20a%20tip%2Doff,pangolin%2C%20the%20STF%20official%20said.&text=Representative%20image%20of%20a%20Pangolin
https://www.deccanherald.com/india/karnataka/special-task-force-to-probe-actors-celebrities-owning-wildlife-artefacts-2741828
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/others/endangered-wild-turtles-recovered-from-train-in-assam-101695726973889.html
https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/dehradun/leopard-skin-smuggler-arrested-in-nainital/articleshow/103698953.cms
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/pune-news/forest-dept-to-seize-animals-kept-in-illegal-captivity-at-katraj-zoo-101694801723805.html
https://www.deccanchronicle.com/nation/crime/140923/rs-370-crore-worth-red-sanders-logs-seized-7-arrested-in-tirupati.html
https://www.hindustantimes.com/cities/others/odisha-man-sent-to-three-years-in-jail-for-smuggling-leopard-skin-101694242842947.html
https://www.pratidintime.com/latest-assam-news-breaking-news-assam/major-op-in-manas-np-ends-in-seizure-of-rhino-horn-other-animal-parts
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Three arrested with tiger bones  

UTTARAKHAND, 07 September 2023: The team of STF, WCCB and the Terai Central Forest Division officials arrested 
three wildlife smugglers bound to Rudrapur and seized two tiger hides along swith 35 kg of tiger bones at Bajpur in 
Udham Singh Nagar. 

Live pangolin Seized 

BHUBANESWAR, 08 September 2023: The STF officials arrested two wildlife criminals and recovered a live pangolin 
from their possession at Koraput. 

Ambergris seized 

PUNE, 04 September  2023: Police seized Ambergris weighing 5.24 kg and arrested a suspect from Deccan Gymkhana 
area. The key market for ambergris is believed to be in Middle East countries, European and South East Asian coun-
tries. 

Wildlife Smugglers arrested with 500 parrots of restricted species  

PRAYAGRAJ, 07 September 2023: The STF officials arrested three persons attempting to smuggle 500 parrots of re-
stricted species from Prayagraj to West Bengal. 

37 kg of Sea Cucumber Seized 

MADURAI, 03 September 2023: The forest department officials seized 37 kg of Sea Cucumbers and arrested a 23-year 
-old in Thoppukadu village of  Ramanathapuram. 

71 kg Of Sea Cucumber Seized 

TAMIL NADU, 06 September 2023: The Indian Coast Guard officials seized approximately 71 kg of banned 
sea cucumber in Uchipuli sea shore area of Mandapam. 

Nepal 

Two person nabbed with pangolin scales 

SANKHUWASABHA,29 December 2023: The District Police official arrested two persons with 200 kg of pangolin scales 
from the Makalu Barun National Park area. 
Rhino poachers arrested 

CHITWAN, 30 November 2023: The joint team of Park Administration, Nepal Army, Central Investigation Bureau of 
Nepal Police arrested eight individuals involved in killing of two rhinos inside the Chitwan National Park. Two rhinos 
were found dead on November 16. 

Three poachers arrested at dhorpatan hunting reserve 

BAGLUNG, 26 November 2023: The reserve officials arrested three poachers with two muskets, one binocular, and 
102 sets of animal traps from the Barse block of Dhorpatan Hunting Reserve. 

Four Arrested at Bardiya 

BARDIYA, 13 November 2023: The park officials arrested four people with 40 kg of venison, two deer horns and other 
items at Bardiya National Park. 

Four held with Rhino horns 

KATHMANDU, 03 September 2023: The CIB officials apprehended four individuals and seized rhino horns 
from their possession. 

Four booked for killing blind Dolphin 

NAWABSHAH, 28 November 2023: The Sindh Wildlife Department booked four individuals for killing a blind dolphin 
near Mithani of Naushahro Feroze. 

 Pakistan 

 Sri Lanka 

Four Arrested for poaching sambhurs  

COLOMBO, 25 September 2023: The Wildlife authorities nabbed four persons for killing four sambhurs and a 
mousedeer for meat in the Rantambe Sanctuary. Three 12 bore shotguns, two three-wheelers, two live cartridges 
and a torch was also seized from the poachers. 

14 Indian Fisherman arrested over alleged poaching  

COLOMBO, 18 December 2023: The Sri Lanka Navy arrested 14 Indian Fishermen and seized their trawler for allegedly 

poaching from the coast of Karaingar in the northern Jaffna peninsula. 

https://www.theweek.in/wire-updates/national/2023/09/07/des24-ukd-wildlife-smugglers.html
https://mobilenews24x7.com/2023/odisha-news/stf-of-odisha-police-arrest-two-wildlife-criminals-seize-live-pangolin/
https://indianexpress.com/article/cities/pune/ambergris-worth-rs-5-cr-seized-carrier-arrested-8923007/
https://www.telegraphindia.com/amp/india/wildlife-smugglers-arrested-in-prayagraj-with-500-parrots-of-restricted-species/cid/1964532
https://www.dtnext.in/news/tamilnadu/37-kg-of-sea-cucumber-seized-in-ramnad-733823?infinitescroll=1
https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/headlines/2583855-tamil-nadu-indian-coast-guard-seizes-71-kg-banned-sea-cucumbers-worth-rs-3184-lakh-near-uchipuli
https://www.everest-times.com/2023/12/29/21334/
Eight%20arrested%20for%20killing%20rhinos%20in%20CNP%20-%20myRepublica%20-%20The%20New%20York%20Times%20Partner,%20Latest%20news%20of%20Nepal%20in%20English,%20Latest%20News%20Articles%20(nagariknetwork.com)
https://kathmandupost.com/gandaki-province/2023/11/25/dhorpatan-struggling-to-check-poaching-smuggling
https://english.onlinekhabar.com/bardiya-arrested-wildlife-smuggling.html
https://english.onlinekhabar.com/4-arrested-in-possession-of-rhino-horns.html
https://www.dawn.com/news/1793100
https://www.dailymirror.lk/breaking-news/Four-arrested-for-poaching-sambhurs/108-267927
https://economictimes.indiatimes.com/news/india/sri-lanka-arrests-14-indian-fishermen-for-allegedly-poaching-in-its-waters/articleshow/106087589.cms?from=mdr
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2,114 seizures of endangered animals and 

timber in major international law enforce-

ment operation 

A global operation, named Operation Thunder, led by 

INTERPOL and the World Customs Organization (WCO) 

from 02 to 27 October resulted in 2,114 seizures of 

endangered animals and timber. Police, customs, bor-

der control, environment, wildlife and forestry offi-

cials from 133 countries collaborated across borders, 

marking the highest participation rate in Operation 

Thunder since the annual law enforcement campaign 

was launched in 2017. Key seizures included ivory, 

rhino horns, big cat body parts, and timber, highlight-

ing the ongoing threat posed by transnational organ-

ised crime groups involved in wildlife trafficking. 

 

Global News 

Nigeria destroys seized pangolin parts to deter wildlife trafficking 

ABUJA, 17 October 2023: Nigeria has become a major transit hub for African pangolin scales and other wildlife prod-

ucts trafficked to Asia. According to the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, the seizures of pangolin scales, 

mainly sourced in Africa, increased tenfold between 2014 and 2018. Recently, Nigeria burned four tonnes of seized 

pangolin scales publicly to discourage illegal trafficking.  

Illegal wildlife trade detected on Telegram doubled 

from 2021 to 2023 

SINGAPORE, 31 December 2023: The demand for Indian star tor-

toises, Leopard tortoises, and scorpions has significantly increased 

on Telegram, with the number of banned wild animals for sale 

nearly doubling from 333 in 2021 to 660 in 2023. Additionally, the 

number of sellers offering prohibited wildlife rose sharply, from 66 

in 2021 to 387 in 2023. The report by the Animal Concerns Re-

search and Education Society (Acres) also reveals that CITES-listed 

wild animals for sale on Telegram nearly doubled, increasing from 

84 in 2021 to 165 in 2023. 

FOLLOW SAWEN ON SOCIAL MEDIAS 

LinkedIn: Official LinkedIn of SAWEN  

X (formerly Twitter): Official X of SAWEN 

Facebook: Official Facebook of SAWEN 

Stay updated on our latest activities, 
events, and initiatives and be part of our 
journey towards strengthening regional co-
operation to combat wildlife crime. 

https://www.interpol.int/en/News-and-Events/News/2023/2-114-seizures-of-endangered-animals-and-timber-in-major-international-law-enforcement-operation
https://www.interpol.int/en/News-and-Events/News/2023/2-114-seizures-of-endangered-animals-and-timber-in-major-international-law-enforcement-operation
https://www.interpol.int/en/News-and-Events/News/2023/2-114-seizures-of-endangered-animals-and-timber-in-major-international-law-enforcement-operation
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